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READERS OF THIS NEWSPAPER will do well in saving 
their COMBINGS to send them to C. FRAUENHOLZ, Hair- 
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THE COUNTESS OF ABERDEEN AND IRISH 
INDUSTRIES. 


To tHe Epritor or “THE Women’s GaAzeETTE.” 


Dear Madam,—At Lady Aberdeen’s request, I venture to 
write to you on behalf of an effort to help poor Irish workers 
who earn their living by pursuing some of the smaller 
“ Home Industries.” Lady Aberdeen had intended asking 
you to insert a letter from her on this subject, but, although 
she ia much better, she is not yet sufficiently recovered from 
her recent illness, to be allowed to write or attempt any 
work. I will endeavour in a few words to put before your 
readers her scheme, which will doubtless appeal to the 
iy oad of many interested in the Irish peasants. 

After the closing of the Irish Market Place at Olympia at 
the end of last winter, when over £1,000 worth of work had 
been dis of, and that amount of money sent to Irish 
homes, the Committee of ladies who, with the help of Mr. 
J. 8. Wood as Hon. Secretary, had superintended the 
conduct of affairs in that section, disbanded. But 
there was a large amount of work left in hand, 
even after what was considered unsaleable was returned to 
the workers. It was thought advisable to make an effort to 
dispose of this, and at Lady Aberdeen’s request the ladies 
of the Bradford Women’s Liberal Association and the ladies 
superintending the Irish Distressed Ladies’ Fund, were 
good enough to arrange a sale under the joint management 
of both the above named bodies, the ladies of the Trish 
Distressed Ladies’ Fund having a speci stall 
for the sale of their own work. The Bradford 
ladies took the hall, arranged who were to act as saleswomen, 
and provided and managed the refreshment stalls and the 
advertising arrangements. The work was sent down car- 
riage paid from London in charge of a regular saleswoman 
and a clerk, who were made responsible for it, and who did 
the packing and unpacking. Owing to the excellent 
management of the Bradford ladies, the effort was a great 
success, and over £500 was in consequence sent over to 
Ireland. It was touching to see the interest taken by the 
poor women in Bradford in their poorer Irish sisters, and 
how some of them had even brought some of their own 
hardly-earned savings with the request, “ A real bit of Irish 
lace, please.” 

The success of this venture made Lady Aberdeen resolve 
to try to extend still further the same plan. Mr. Wood 
kindly volunteered to continue his valuable help, and during 
the summer and autumn of this year he has provided 
storing room for the goods in a vacant room at Olympia. 
Lady Aberdeen engaged the Irish saleswoman, Miss 
Keatinge, in a permanent way, and also, when necessary, & 
clerk. 

Correspondence is maintained with some hundreds of Irish 
workers, from whom articles can be obtained, and also from 
the Irish Home Industries’ Association, which was established 
when we were in Dublin. Several small sales were arranged 
during the summer, and now Mr. Barnum has kindly given 
a stall at Olympia, free, for the exhibition and disposal of 
Irish work during his show there this winter. 

But, in addition to this, Lady Aberdeen is anxious to have 
some sales on a rather larger scale during the winter and 
she hopes that some of the Branches of the Women’s 
Liberal Federation might be willing to organise such sales 
after the excellent fashion of Bradford. It is thought that 
more good will be done to the Irish workers and more know- 
ledge of their work will be spread by having sales in various 
towns and watering-places in Great Britain from time to 
time than by having permanent depét in London which 
must always cost a good deal of money. 

Although there is nothing political in this scheme, as we 
are of course as glad to send work for sale to Conservative 
as to Liberal ladies who are interested in Irish Industries 
and desirous of promoting them, yet it will not be unnatural 
if members of the Women’s Liberal Federation feel a special 
interest in those for whom they have pledged themselves to 

work in other ways. 

Let me then close by putting the proposition shortly 
before your readers. 


If any branch of the Women’s Liberal Federatio 
undertake to organise a Sale, or to stock a stall, sig ah 


? 
oe een would undertake to :— 

1. nd down, carriage paid, whatever value of goods 
eal oe meat for—£50, £100, or £500 worth as might 

2.—To send an experienced Irish saleswoman, and if 
necessary a clerk, who will pack and unpack the goods and 
who will have full knowledge regarding the goods. 

3.—The goods will all be marked in plain figures ready 
for sale. (The prices marked are those desired each 
individual worker, with 10 per cent. added to pay the 
carriage, etc.) 

4.—-If it is wished, the cost of hiring the hall will also be 
defrayed, but of course this will depend on local circumstances, 

On the other hand, the ladies undertaking to promote 
Irish Home Industries by organizing a sale will be asked :— 

ae for a suitable hall where the sale shall take 
place. 

2.—Organize arrangements and make the sale as widely 
known as possible by advertisement or otherwise. 

3.—Provide that a number of ladies should act as sales- 
women. 

4.—Arrange a refreshment stall and any other attractions 
thought necessary according to local circumstances. 

Lady Aberdeen and I will be personally very grateful to 
any ladies who will help in this matter, Communications 
can be addressed to Miss Wilson (Lady Aberdeen’s Secretary), 
Haddo House, Aberdeen, or to 

J. 8. Woop, Esq,., 
2, Prince’s Chambers, 

Victoria Street, 8.W. 
where Lady Aberdeen has secured a temporary office and 
store-room. 

I have the honour to remain, 
Haddo House, Yours very faithfully, 
Aberdeen. ABERDEEN. 

P.8.—Those of your readers who cannot hel in the way 
of a sale, will perhaps let their friends know of the stall of 
Irish work at Olympia during Barnum’s Show. 


FROM THE CONSTITUENCIES. 

Tre London Correspondent of the Manchester Guardian 
reports that offices have been opened in the Buckingham 
Palace Road as a head-quarters of the ‘‘ National Movement 
of Conservative Working Men.” The scheme, which it is 
claimed was originated by workmen themselves at a con- 
ference held in 1887, is divided into two branches, one 
political, the other partaking of the nature of a benefit 
society. The first-named branch undertakes the guardian- 
ship of the Constitution and the legislative Union; the 
second is to provide sick, unemployed, and funeral benefits 
for the members of the movement. Mr. Baumann, M.P., 
is the president, and Sir A. Rollit, M.P,, Mr. Kimber, M.P., 
and Mr. R. Cooke, M.P., are vice-presidents of the move- 
ment. This is exceedingly satisfactory. The guardianship 
of the Constitution and the funerals of Conservative working 
men are both important matters, deserving of the most 
careful attention. But we venture to think that the name 
of the organization is not very apt. “ National Move- 
ment” suggests Hyde Park meetings, Socialist processions, 
and other active horrors. There is something revolutionary 
in such a title, which we fear may spread to the principles of 
the members, to the endangerment of the Constitution, and 
the disadvantage of defunct members of the Conservative 


ad Scotland it is not quite enough to call oneself a 
Liberal. Scotch Members are expected to be Liberals 
through and through. At a meeting of the constituents 
of Mr. C. 8S. Parker, M.P., at Perth, a vote of no 
confidence was passed by a large majority. The general 
feeling of the meeting appeared to be that Mr. Parker was 
not sufficiently advanced on the questions of the day. He 
was questioned a good deal on many of his votes, especially 
on free education and Dr. Clark’s Scottish Home Rule pro- 
s, and was found wanting. 

‘A uremic of the Executive Committee of the Birmingham 
Conservative Association was held last Friday. A resotution 
was adopted heartily approving of the action of the Presi- 
dent and his colleagues at the Unionist Conference, and 
strongly urging them to maintain the position they had taken 
up on behalf of the Conservative representation of the 
Unionist cause in that city. Vox Porutt. 
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FACTS FOR LONDONERS. 

[By Mrs. Cartes Matter. | 
I.—Ground Rents. 
Ir is almost impossible to overstate the debt of gratitude 
which we owe to the Fabian Society for the publication of 
their pamphlet, Facts for Londoners. It gives full figures, 
explanations, citations of authorities, and references to 
official reports, and is the most complete collection in 
existence of authoritative facts and figures relating to the 
London of to-day. 

No London citizen or voter need any longer be at a loss 
for information concerning the nature of the responsibilities 
and powers which his vote for the Board of Guardians and 
the County Council confers. 

The tract contains particulars of:—Aldermen, Artisans’ 
Dwellings, Baths and Washhouses, Burial Boards, Cabs, 
Cemeteries, Charities, Children at School, Church Rates, 
City Companies, Common Lodging Houses, County Council, 
Death Rate, Death from Starvation, Dinners to School 
Children, Lunatic Asylums, Unearned Increment. 

We are taken back to the year 1350, when, by the best 
estimates, we learn that the London of that day (curious 
and interesting fact !) contained 90,000 inhabitants. 

The next computation is in 1600, by which time the popu- 
lation had doubled, and numbered 180,000—but it took two 
hundred and fifty years to do it! But it only took fifty 
years to double the population of London the second time. 

In 1801, when the Census was established, this number 
was again more than doubled, and yet the population only 
amounted to 864,085. 

Since that date the increase has been, in round numbers, 
as follows:—1821, 1,200,000; 1841, 1,800,000; 1851, 
2,300,000 ; 1861, 2,800,000; 1871, 3,200,000; 1881, 
3,800,000 ; and as we know it is now about 5 millions. 

London contains about 860,000 families. What is the 
condition of the members of these families? What is the 
measure of their prosperity ? 

The second “fact” on this point—founded upon the In- 
dustrial Census made by Mr. C. Booth—tells us that, 
excluding the class of loafers, casuals, and semi-criminals, 
there are 100,000 persons in chronic want—persons that is 
whose earnings are below 18s. a week. 

A third of the poorer population migrates within twelve 
months. The poorest district in London is Bethnal Green, 
then comes St. George’s and Whitechapel, after these 
Shoreditch. There are eight parishes poorer than Mile End 
and Stepney. 

_ All these miseries exist side by side in spite of this other 
fact :—that the organised Metropolitan charities disburse 
about £4,000,000. 

In spite of all this we cannot but be startled by the fact 
that one Londoner out of every five dies in the workhouse, 
the hospital, or the lunatic asylum. And when we come to 
consider that few of these are children, and that all classes 
are included, it is probable that one in three London adults 
dies in one of these Institutions. 

It will bring this fact into still more strange and 
terrible contrast if we look at the next fact told in our 
pamphlet. Side by side with all this penury and star- 
vation what do we find? By studying the details of 
official assessment, the returns of rental quinquennially 
obtained by the overseers of each parish, we find that the 
total rental of London land and houses is at least 
£37,000,000 ; the total annual value of the bare site 
exceeding £15,000,000. ‘‘ This is the price we pay year by 
year to our ground landlords for the privilege of occupying 
the low hills and swampy marsh by the Thames, which 
labour has made so productive.” 

The total unearned increment up to the last general 
valuation (during the years extending from 1870 to 1886) 
amounts to over £6,000,000 in annual rental, representing 
a value of over £90,000,000 sterling. This is the princely 
gift of the London worker to the London landlord ! 

If the existing land tax of four shillings in the £1 had in 
1870 been levied on the landlord at the. current valuation 
instead of upon that of 1692 it would hardly have deprived 
him of any of his then income! His total payments would 
have been only slightly in excess of the unearned increase 
brought to him by London’s growth. During the last 
twenty years just about £90,000,000 has been levied in 
London by rates. If the landlord had been compelled to pay 
every farthing of these rates (in addition to anything he 
may now indirectly bear) he would be as well off now as he 
was twenty years ago. 


is seen tohave been £304,634 per annum, 
rise in rent represents an annual addition to the saleable 
value of the property of about £4,500,000. This is our 
annual “ New Year's Gift” (in addition to the £37,000,000 
annual tribute of a) to those who do us the favour to 
own London ! 

to be “ in poverty” practically none are housed as well as a 
prudent man provides for his horse. These 200,000 families, 
earning not more than a guinea a week, pay from 3s to 7s a 
week for filthy slum tenements, of which a large proportion 
are absolutely “ unfit for habitation,” even according to the 
lax standards of existing Sanitary Officers. London needs 
_the rebuilding of at least 400,000 rooms, to house its poorest 
citizens at the minimum of two decent rooms per family. 


The average rise of London rent (on unaltered buildings 
This annu 


Yet of the one million Londoners estimated 


Over £1,500,000 was spent by the late Metropolitan 


Board of Works in compensating the owners of property 
in twenty-two areas condemned as unfit for habitation. 


To get a small number of the displaced poor rehoused by 


private enterprise has cost the people of London a subsidy 
of over £39 for each person, leaving the whole property of 
the land and buildings still in private hands. 
people who inhabit houses such as we have described are 
paying a poor rate which, for the poorest of the dwellers 
that is in Bethnal Green, amounts to 6s. ld. and 6s. 5d.; 
whilst in Paddington 4s. 5d. and in Marylebone 4s. 8d. is 
the poor rate levied. 


The poor 


The richer parishes enjoy the advantage of a low poor 


rate, at the same time profiting by the cheapness of the 
labour of the residents in the poor parishes, which are made 


still poorer by the heavy burden of their own unshared and 
unaided poor rate. 

Meanwhile the enforcement of sanitary laws for the 
houses of the poor, the removal of dust, the construction 
and maintenance of local sewers, still remains in the hands 
of a congerie of obscure local boards, the 3,000 members of 
which, though nominally elected, are practically unknown, 
unchecked, unsupervised, and unaudited, and the duties 
neglected by these vestries and district boards are more 
important than those they attempt to perform. 

The Vestry has power to do all these things; but it also 
has power not to do them until the citizens wake up to 
their responsibilities and compel it to take action. Unfor- 
tunately those who suffer from parochial neglect are not 
influential. (To be continued. ) 


FOREIGN SCHOOLS. 
A tapy signing herself Emily Briggs is responsible for the 
following cane oe in the current number of the Journal of 
Education. Similar instances accompany this one. The 
writer is evidently well informed :— 

A first-rate school in Brussels is kept by Mademoiselle 
B., assisted by her nephew, aged about twenty-seven, but no 
mention of him appearsin the prospectus. Mademoiselle is 
a kind little woman, amenable to flattery at all points, and 
this part of her character her pupils quickly discover. 
Monthly reports are sent by her to parents, who, after 
reading them, feel satisfied that their daughters are well 
cared for under her wing, and that she is carrying out their 
educational plans most successfully. But how are these 
reports prepared ? Not by Mademoiselle B. alone, but 
with her pen and the ready assistance of the young ladies 
reported. Itis easily understood that parents were never 
so pleased with their daughters as while they were 
under the care of Mademoiselle B., from whom they 
had such glowing accounts of them. Girls find 
this school very amusing, and not at all formal. The nephew 
gives several of the lessons, which often become lessons in 
English to him given by his would-be pupils. He is their 
companion for walking, and generally arranges to walk with 
one young lady at a time—possibly in order that she may 
have the full and undivided benefit of his French conversa- 
tion! Lessons from him in cigarette-smoking have been 
given with great success, yet these do not appear amongst the 
extras in the prospectus. In a large school near Paris, 
where one of my friends was on the point of placing two 
girls, most unpleasant discoveries were made, happily before 
their going was finally arranged. Among others the fact 
that the husband of the principal was an artist, and found 
many of nis models in the pupils, whose British mothers 
would have been horrified at the idea of their daughters 
sittingtohim. This school was recommended in England as 
desirable in every way,and apparently my friend was the 


first to find out the true state of the case. 
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WOMEN VOTERS. 
[By A. B. H.] 


« An! these women voters! these women voters! What 
is to become of us all if they ever get the Parliamentary 
vote I am sure I don’t know. I have had three years of 
this Borough work, and I hope to goodness they'll never get 
it!” These words were uttered last week by a hardworking 
Liberal Association Secretary on the eve of a hotly contested 
election for a Borough County Council, and it seems to me 
that they give us women much to think of. 


Why should women as voters be looked upon with dread 
by those on whom fall the heat and burden of our elections ? 
I have tried to find an answer to this question by doing some 
of the work myself. For the last three weeks our Women’s 
Association has bestirred itself, and has attempted a house to 
house visitation with the aim of persuading every woman who 
had the vote touse it.Our efforts have been sadly impeded by 
want of organization in some parts of the town, but in others 
willing workers have enabled us, with careful arrangement of 
the work, to call upon almost all of the voters. What has 
been the result of our calls? I will take one district or ward 
as an example. We found that out of ncarly three hundred 
in this district nineteen cared nothing about the matter, and 
would not vote ; that twenty-eight were indifferent but 
ready to listen to what we had to say ; that some few would 
never vote “because poor mother had never voted,” and that 
one hundred and ninety-nine were fully determined to use 
their power. Besides these there were many who were out 
or away from home or too ill and weak to leave the house. 

Surely this is no bad result. When we consider who the 
larger number of the women householders are to whom this 
right belongs we have some reason tobe hopeful. They are 
lodginghouse keepers, laundresses, nurses, and teachers ; 
women whose time is very fully occupied, and who as a rule 
go out but little. They read no newspapers, they never hear 
what is going on in the city, they have but the vaguest idea 
of what becomes of all that money which the rate-collector 
carries off in his bag. And yet when any one will take the 
trouble to explain matters to them thelarger number will 
listen with interest, and are ready to give up some of their 
precious time to go to vote, a gift the value of which fine 
ladies have no means of estimating. The men grow im- 
patient over them because they are so vague. Their minds 
are but rarely made up when they arefirst asked how they 
mean to vote. ‘They are not sure they can goto the 
poll ;” “ they are too busy ;” “ they know nothing about it at 
all ;” “ they have other things to think about ;” and so on, 
till the canvasser vows that they are moretrouble than they 
are worth. 

And perhaps they are—to the men ;—but is it not here 
that our work asmembers of the Liberal Associations all 
over the kingdom ought tostep in ? It should be our busi- 
ness so to organise our towns into districts and groups of 
streetsthat to each amember can be assigned at least a month 
before any election, who will see all the women voters and 
get them into talk about the election, rouse their interest, 
clear their doubts, and answer their questions as far as 
possible. Never mind whether they are Liberals or Con- 
servatives. Let us convince them all that they ought to be 
alive totheir duty, and I am content to leave the working 
woman to work out her opinions in the right direction in the 
end, if only she is helpedat first by those who are insympathy 
with her troubles, and can show her where civic laws affect 
her interests and the interests of her family. 

But this cannot be done without a considerable amount of 
method and organisation, and I may add forethought. An 
election ought not to find us with our plans to make, our 
workers to find. And yet I fear that it isin this direction 
that our Associations are most behindhand. We are very 
good at getting up successful meetings ; we are quite at home 
in our arrangements for social teas, concerts, and lectures ; 
but when it comes to anything like the drudgery of visiting 
each one of our members, or canvassing a town on any sub- 
ject which affects women, which of our towns is so carefully 
mapped out and apportioned to responsible workers as to 
enable the Society to do its work well and quickly? Let us 
look to this matter at once, and if this lesson of the November 
election sink into our hearts I believethat intime no man 
will be heard to groan over the women voters. 


ABOUT WOMEN’S WORK. 


Tue strike of the Leeds tailoresses elicited a great deal of 
sympathy from peoplein all parts of England. Their princi- 
pal grievance—that of havingto pay one penny weekly out 
of their wages for steam power—seems a very unjust tax 
upon the girls. The Women’s Trades’ Union Provident 
League sent letters to thedaily papers on their behalf and 
collected over £20 for them. Louisa, Lady Goldsmid, a 
member of the League, gave £10. 

At Bristol a large number of women are out on strike. 
The cotton workers there have struck for an advance of 
wages and the abolition of certain fines : 1,250 workers have 
left work, and a large majority of these are women. 

A MEETING will be held to discuss Trades’ Unions for 
women at South Place Institute, Finsbury Pavement, on 
Monday, the 18th inst., at 8 p.m. 

Ar Kendal 130 girls struck lately ; they were workers in 
Messrs Braithwaite and Co's woollen factory. The em- 
ployers expressed themselves unable to account for the strike, 
as the girls had been having an increase in wages. The only 
reason they assigned was that they had been trying to get 
the girls to work more punctually, and they thought this 
must bethe ground of their stopping work. Later on we 
may learn the girls’ side of thecase. 

Lapy D11kE will visit Aberdeen next March, to address 
the members of the Aberdeen Workwomen’s Union. 

TuirtTy young girls employed in carpet-making were 
killed at the fall of Messrs. Templeton’s mill in Glasgow. 
Girls being more helpless in disaster than men, special care 
should betaken for their safety. 

AN interesting a1ticle on “ The Organisation of Women ” 
appears in the current number of the Fortniyhily by Miss 
Clementina Black. 

Miss Honor Brooks held the first of a series of Social 
Evenings for the members of the Women’s Trades’ Union 
Provident League on November 4. - 

THE Co-operative Festival Committee have distributed the 
prizes won at the Flower Show and Home Industries Exhi- 
bition, held at the Crystal Palace last August. Essex Hall 
was crowded with the 120 prize winners and their friends. 
Mr. Vansittart Neale, the President, occupied the chair. 
Mr. E. O. Greening took part in the proceedings, and Mr. 
G. J. Holyoake distributed the prizes. 

An overflow meeting had to be held downstairs, and 
although the prizes could not be presented a second time, 
all the songs, recitations, and speeches were repeated. The 
concert, which was very successful, was arranged by Mr. 
Malcolm Lloyd Jones. 

Twenty-four women took prizes, all members of Co-opera- 
tive Stores and Guilds for dressmaking, mantle-making, 
and other kinds of needlework. Ten little girls, some very 
diminutive, took prizes for sewing, knitting, and drawing. 
One lady, Miss G. Hunt, of Woolwich, took a first prize for 
tomatoes. 

Mr. Ferix Moscueves addressed a Club for Working 
Girls and Boys the other week and explained his motive in 
painting the pictures he had on view. These “ pictures with 
a purpose ” include one of a beautiful young woman working 
for a sweater, which tells a pathetic tale. The Club is in 
Kentish town, and is connected with theSouth Place Ethical 
Society. 

The. Sunday Society also had a private view of these pic- 
tures last week. One large picture has been presented to 
the Strike Committee by Mr. Moscheles. 

Ar the Exhibition of the Institute of Painters in Oil 
Colour 20 per cent. ofthe exhibitors are ladies. There are 
465 exhibitors, and 93 of these are women. 

These ninety-three ladies contribute 116 pictures; the 
highest price asked for a single picture is £105, and the 
lowest £5 5s ; the average being £14 14s. 4d. Only seven 
lady exbibitors fix the price over £40. The highest price 
asked by a man is €367 10s. and the lowest £5 5s. The 
difference in price paid for women’s work in this case is 
partly occasioned by the tendency of women to devote them - 
selves mainly to the study of still life ; consequently they do 
not compete toany greatextent in the higher rank of art. 

Emitig A. HoLyoakg. 


AnntE 8S. Swan’s new story, entitled ‘“Skeila,” was 
published by Messrs. Oliphant, Anderson, and Ferrier 
yesterday. Twenty thousand copies of her last story, 
“Twice Tried,” were sold in three months. 
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THE MARYBOROUGH TRIALS. 
To THe Eprtor or “ THe Women’s GAzeETTE.” 

Madam,—Surely everyone who has taken any interest in 
the trials of the poor Gweedore peasants of their beloved 
priest at Maryborough, in Queen’s County, Ireland, must 
have read with indignation the cruel sentence of 10 years’ 
penal servitude passed on William Coll. He was the first 
tried, and the counsel for the defence brought forward 
ample and reliable evidence that he was not in the crowd 
who made the mad rush to divide Father McFadden from 
the policemen with his uplifted sword ; indeed, he was some 
hundreds of yards away when he heard the wild Irish wail 
of distress and fear, and he ran up the precipice near the 
chapel toa high wall from which he might try and see what 
was taking place, and at this wall he was seen by the 
schoolmaster, telegraph clerk, and a sergeant of militia, all 
Government paid officials, whose oaths, however, the Crown 
refused to believe. Indeed, the Crown’s case seemed to be 
that all who werein the crowd that fatal Sunday morning 
were murderers, and all who were not present were perjurers. 

In England it is hard to realise the bond which exists 
between the priests and these poor men and women in the 
wilds of Donegal. He is their only friend and councillor, 
and Father McFadden, it must be remembered, had already 
suffered in prison for advocating the down-trodden tenants’ 
rights against the rapacious, tyrannical landlord. Besides 
this a priest’s very person is sacred coming straight from 
the altar and habited in the vestments of his holy office. 
And yet it was at that moment that Mr. Martin, with a 
naked sword in hand, seized the priest by the collar, tore 
his soutain down and brandished the sword over his head. 
I think it ought to be more generally known that Mr. 
Martin was in a condition rendering him unfit to carry out 
any arrest. He was a man of violent temper and in- 
temperate habits, and surely the sight of their priest in the 
clutches of an excited and inebriated policeman with a 
drawn sword in his hand was sufficient to arouse terror 
and dismay in the minds of these simple and affectionate 
people. The cry was raised “ The priest is struck with the 
sword,” and in a few mad moments the fatal blow was given 
for which all these 23 prisoners and their priest have been 
arrested, and tortured all these long eight months. 

The whole case against Coll rested on the evidence of 
Policeman Varelli, who declared in the witness-box that in 
times of excitement and anger, when other men lost their 
heads, he kept his cool, and that also such exceptional 
circumstances lpg degen: his powers of observation ; 
so he pretends to have identified Coll and many others 
among the stone throwers, even swearing to the number of 
stones thrown by Coll! One would have thought such a 
witness could hardly obtain a serious hearing in a court of 
law, specially as he contradicted the other police witnesses 
and perjured himself. Yet it is on this man’s evidence alone 
that the Judge has condemned William Coll. Miss Cobden 
and I visited the poor man in prison; he protested his 
innocence and was in great distress. Mr. H. J. Wilson, 
M.P., travelled all the way up to Gweedore to test in 
every ible way the alilt so unfairly sneered at 
by Judge Gibson and the Attorney-General, ‘and he 
is fully convinced of the truth of the witnesses who proved 
it, and will bring the whole case before Parliament. But in 
the meantime is it not right that the voice of England 
should be raised against such a monstrous sentence ? 
Morally—scarcely even legally—these peasants are not guilty 
of Martin’s death. I felt, as day after day I watched those 
men’s faces in the prisoner’s dock at Maryborough, being 
tried hundreds of miles away from their homes by a packed 
jury, alien to them in religion and race, that the whole 
trial was a farce, and that the man who ought to have stood 
there answering for the death of Police-Constable Martin 
was Mr. our. 

As this for the present is impossible, let us do what we 
can to show our indignation and disapproval of Judge 
Gibson’s sentence, by drawing up petitions in all parts of 
Great Britain demanding the reversal of such an iniquitous 
verdict. In hopes that many of your readers mav act upon 
this suggestion, 

I am, 
Yours faithfully, 
G. Emity ConyBEARE. 
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ABOUT BOOKS. 

Mona Carp is writing a newnovel, the scene of which 
is partly laid in the neighbourhood of the Temple. 

‘Tue WAVERLEY NovELs are coming out in monthly volum es 
at the low price of half-a-crown each. They are printed 
in a clear legible type, andillustrated with steel frontispieces 
and vignettes. This isa grand opportunity for lovers of 
Scott to become rs of their favourite books. Messrs. 
Black are also publishing De Quincey’s works in the same 
way at three and sixpence a volume. 

Tue Minerva Liprary, published by Messrs. Ward, Lock, 
and Co., will interest those who are fond of scientific 
travels. For the small price of two shillings a volume 
can be obtained; Darwin’s “Journal during the voyage 
of H.M.S. Beagle round the world,” Galton’s “ South 
Africa,” and Wallace’s “ Travels on the Amazon.” 

Mrs. Moteswortn’s new book, “ The Rectory Children,” 
illustrated by Walter Crane, will be welcomed in every 
schoolroom. 

Miss E. 8. Bucnuem has edited Chamisso’s “ Peter 
Schlemihl,” for the Clarendon press series of foreign classics. 

Tue Reviews AND Macazines of the month contain 
nothing particularly striking, but much that is interesting. 
A large proportion of the articles deal with the burning 
political and social questions of the day. The small space 
at our command obliges us to confine our observations to 
those written by or having some direct interest 
for women. In the Wineteenth Century, Lady Cathe- 
rine Milnes Gaskell writes of ‘“‘ Women of to-day.” 
It concerns, however, only women of the upper classes, 
and is therefore scarcely of general interest. She 
strikes, however, one truth that will come home to the 
hearts of all women who have any work to do in the 
world. A man’s work isalways sacred, he is never inter- 
rupted by trifles, whereas no one lookson a woman’s time 
as sacred. She must be able to do everything at once and 
grow accustomed to endure always amiably most trivial inter- 
ruptions. Mr.Gladstone writes of “The English Church under 
Henry VIII.” Inthe Contemporary, Mrs. Reaney,inan article 
entitled “ Slave-driving by public companies,” makes herself 
the champion of the employés of the Tram Car and Omnibus 
Companies. She became a shareholder in the North Metropo- 
litan Tramways Company in order to learn how things were 

ed, with the result that she now makes an appeal from 
the shareholders, who will do nothing, to an enlightened 
public who can do much. Mr. Clement Scott writes of “ The 
Modern Music Hall” inan optimistictone. In the Fort- 
nightly Miss Shaw has a well written paper on “ The 
British South Africa Company.” In the Westminster 
Review the “Round Table” discusses the Irish question. 
Lady Robinson, Sir W. Foster, Mr. Gladstone, and 
others take part. Mrs. Andrew Lang gives an ac- 
count of “ Morals and Manners in Richardson” in the 
National Review ; and Miss A. M. Payne, in “ Women’s 
part in politics,” tries to steer a middle course, but 
not very successfully: she wants to draw a hard and 
fast line and say “Thus far shalt thou go and no farther,” 
to permit women to take an interest in politics, but never to 
desire to doany active work. This seems to usa reductio ad 
absurdum. Miss May Kendall has a very clever essay on 
“ Fear and Hate” in Longman. In Macmillan Mrs. Lecky 
discourses pleasantly on the “Gardens of Pompeii.” Mrs. 
Kendal continues her dramatic opinions in Murray ;and in 
the Century Joseph Jefferson (Rip Van Winkle) commences 
his autobiography. Here also is the first of a series of papers 
in which a group of persons will discuss the problems of 
modern society, sociological questions now engaging atten- 
tion and of consequence to the well-being of the community. 
In Scribner Miss Josephine Lazarus gives a capital account 
of Marie Bashkertseff’s journal. It is the history of © 
human soul, sad and may be unprofitable enough, but interest- 
ing, as is almost any truthful record ofa human being’s inner 
life. The English IUustrated Magazine maintains its high repu- 
tation both for matter and illustrations. Benjamin Tillett 
gives us “The Dockers’ Story;” and Mrs. Oliphant writes of 
“ Margaret of Scotland.” In the Cornhill, the last named 
writer begins a tale “ Mademoiselle,” which presents very 
truthfully the life of a foreign governess in an English 
household. — 


On November 9th the London Lord Mayor’s show was 
particularly grand, and in many provincial towns great doings 
took place. 
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GIFT OF ONE THOUSAND GUINEAS TO THE 
NEWSPAPER PRESS FUND. 


A Grand Banquet was given at the Whitehall Rooms, 
Hotel Métropole, on November 6th, by the Press of the 
World, to Mr. T. J. Barratt, the managing partner of the 
firm of Messrs. A. and F. Pears, in recognition of the great 
services he has rendered to printing, artistic, and kindred 
enterprises, by the active part he has taken in the develop- 
ment of advertising in all its branches. 

The chairman was Sir Algernon Borthwick, Bart., M.P., 
and the company included, amongst other distinguished 


ests, Mr. Frank Lockwood, Q.C., MP. 

O'Connor, M.P., Mr. J. W. Madlure MP. MG Newnee, 
M.P., Colonel North, Mr. Sheriff Harris, Mr. Alderman 
Spark, Mr. Andrew Pears, Mr. Under-Sheriff Beard, Mr 
Clement Scott, Mr. W. L. Thomas, Mr. E. Marston, Mr. G. 
R. Sims, Mr. H. W. Lucy, and others, the London and . 
provincial press being very strongly represented. Over 200 
guests sat down to the banquet. 

The proceedings were throughout characterised by the 
greatest enthusiasm, and the testimonial plate, which 
occupied a prominent position on the principal table, was 
greatly admired. 


CNP 1 


On front of Plateau is placed the following inscription :— 
“ Presented to T. J. Barratt, Esq., 1889.” 

The Illuminated Address, which was executed by Messrs. 
Unwin Brothers, set forth the good wishes of the sub- 
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scribers to Mr. Barratt, and their cordial recognition of 
the gieat public services he had rendered by his well- 
directed enterprise. 


After the toast of “The Queen,” “The Houses of Parlia- 
ment” was happily proposed by Mr. Charles Cross, and 
humorously responded to by Mr. Frank Lockwood,Q.C.,M.P., 
Mr. J. W. Maclure, M.P., and Mr. T. P. O’Connor, M.P. 

The great surprise of the evening was the gift of one 
thousand guineas to the Newspaper Press Fund by Messrs. 


Mr. Mottoy, M.P., has been astonishing his audiences by 
promising a wonderful exposure of the people who bribed 
poor Pigott and drove him to suicide. At Sheffield enormous 
excitement was shewn. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN cannot make the Tory lamb lie down 
beside the Liberal-Unionist lion in Birmingham, s0 he has 
allowed Lord Salisbury and Lord Hartington to be called in 
to settle the quarrel. 


Pears, the announcement of which by Sir Algernon 
Borthwick was received with the most enthusiastic ap- 
plause, the contribution being nearly double that of any 
previous subscription to the same fund. 

Mr. T. J. Barratt, Mr. Edmund Routledge, and others 
also addressed the meeting. 


COMING EVENTS. 

Croypon,—November 18th, at 3 p.m., at Mrs. Heath’s, 
The Rylands, Gibson’s Hill, Upper Norwood, Mrs. Grim- 
wade (President W. L. A.) will read a paper on the “ Politics 
of the Near Future.” All visitors will be welcome. 

November 20th, 8 p.m., at Liberal Hall, Park Street, 
Croydon, a public meeting on Women’s Trades’ Unions, 
Mrs. Grimwade will preside. 
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TO OUR READERS. 


WE are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the sale 
of The Women’s Gazette at the Bookstalls of the principal Railway 
Stations. Any complaints should be sent to us. 
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Tue North’s awake, there can be no doubt of 
that. A series of enormous meetings were held in 
Northumberland, Durham, and North Yorkshire last 
week. Lord Spencer and Mr. Juhn Morley were the 
great guns, and they poured shot and shell with 
triumphant vigour into the enemy’s camp. ‘The 
temper of the audiences was very remarkable. It was 
firm and high, and evinced a depth of conviction ani 
a sturdiness of purpose which looks well for the 
General Election. At Middlesborough the meeting 
was made historic by Mr. John Morley’s public 
declaration of his adhesion—tardy, perhaps, but very 
welcome—to the principle of women’s political work 
and organization. He is a distinguished convert, and 
the north country W.L.A.’s must have the credit of 
having won him at last to our side. Mrs. Spence 
Watson alluded with much force and happy feeling to 
this auspicious event at the annual meeting of the 
Newcastle Association. Mr. Morley received a num- 
ber of addresses before he delivered his speech, and it 
was in relation to these that he took occasion to utter 
the following memorable words: ‘An address which I 
was particuiarly glad to receive was the address of the 
Middlesborough, Stockton, and Darlington Liberal 
Women’s Associations. Ladies and gentlemen, this 
new interest of women—who, after all, are more than 
half the human race—their interest in public questions 
isan important sign of our times. There are many 
ways, I have always thought, in which, without 
stepping for one inch beyond the sphere of their 
private duty, women may be able to do work of the 
highest public usefulness, and help forward the causes 
of justicu aud progress, which concern them not only 


as much as, but rather more than they concern us, 
Liberals have an immense task before them. Their 
task is, as it has always in all generations been, to 
remove prejudice, to bring light upon ignorance, to 
stimulate and rouse apathy and indifference, to awaken 
the new electors who have come within the pale of our 
constitution in such masses, to awaken them to a 
higher sense of a good citizen, and in this task women 
will assuredly find that they have a high and a noble 
part to play.” 


Awone the addresses presented to Mr. Morley were 
also two from local branches of the National League. 
The significance of these was not lost either upon the 
statesman or his audience. Mr. Morley thus alluded to 
them: “I will say at once that I was particularly 
pleased, first of all, to have two addresses from Irish 
Associations. Gentlemen, this is a new feature of our 
platform. Ten years ago no National League would 
have presented an address to an Englishman in 
presence of an audience of this kind, a political Liberal 
audience of this kind. Does any man fail to see what 
an advance that marks in the true amity between the 
twu peoples, and in recognition on the part of the 
neglected people that at last the politicians and 
statesmen of this country are turning their attention 
with goodwill to them and with good intentions— 
turning their attention to the condition of their own 
unfortunate land.” 


Lorp Satiszory rode the high horse with no apparent 
nervousness at the Mansion House last Saturday. 
He boldly asserted that tho improvement in the con- 
dition of [reland was in “no small part due to just 
and equitable government;” which reminds the 
amazed reader of Ragatzky’s famous despatch to the 
Emperor of Russia: “Ten thousand men shot. Order 
reigns in Warsaw.” ‘I'housands of evicted tenants, a 
third of the Parliamentary representatives of the 
people now or recently in gaol, hundreds of the rank 
and file sharing their captivity, and the condition of 
Ireland improved, and its prosperity ‘“ renewed ! ’’ 
Lord Salisbury is very clever at “ making believe,” 
but we question whether he deceives his own party, 
‘ stupid” though it may be, much less himself. He 
further declared that ‘‘ Doctrines had been stated and 
feelings had ben encouraged which were only in- 
telligible on the assumption that one laid down as a 
doctrine that it was the inalienable right of every 
human being to refuse to pay the legal debts he owed.”’ 
Failing also here to see, or making believe to fail, that 
the doctrine laid down under the Plan of | 
Campaign asserted the sacred rights of the tenants’ 
property and denounced the refusal of the landlords to 
pay their legal debts. He made light of the Cretan 
atrocities, of course, and adopted the flippant tone of 
Consul Biliotti’s report, but his tone in regard to 
Continental affairs was, upon the whole, peaceful and 
non-alarmist, and with such a Ministry as this we 
must be thankful for small mercies. 


WE are delighted to find that the Liberal 800 of 
Nottingham have had the sense and honesty to include 
on their recommended list for the coming School Board 
election the names of Mrs. Cowen and Mrs. Tom Bayley. 
The first has already proved, by long service, her 
industry, her tact, and, above all, her Liberalism. 
She deserves to be returned with a splendid majority 
and with a congenial colleague of her own sex. Mrs. 
Tom Bayley is likely to do us all credit if she is 
returned on the 21st. Her wonderful energy has 
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already made her a welcome helper wherever she has 
been, and we congratulate the Nottingham Liberals 
on having such good candidates to work for. 


THERE is one great danger which has always been 
mixed up with the women’s votes for School Board 
candidates. Women are too apt to think that any 
woman must be useful on a Board which has under its 
control little children and female teachers. ‘“ Vote for 
the lady” has too often been the cry without any 
sufficient enquiry as to what opinions the lady holds. 
If she is a reactionary, voting against the building of 
new schools where they are wanted, and trying to starve 
existing schools by screwing down teachers’ salaries 
and lessening the number on the staff, she ought to be 
shunned by every true friend of education as much as 
if she were a Conservative man. Another sort of 
candidate is equally bad, namely, the woman who 
drags in the claims of her sex unfairly and bores the 
Board she sits at with her want of reasonableness. 
Our cause cannot stand these failures. Let us return 
women by all means when they are fit for the work. 
But they must be Liberals to the backbone and 
possible to work with. Most important of all is to 
remember that if women stand with men there must 
be no plumping. If the men share their votes with 
the women, the women must do the same. “ Fair 
play is a jewel” must never be forgotten by Liberal 
women. 


ErratuM.—By an oversight in the first leader 
paragraph of last week’s issue, Father McFadden was 
said to have been in gaol for seven months on the 
charge of murder. It was, of course, for seven weeks. 


WOMEN’S FRANCHISE LEAGUE. 

A meeting of the above Association, in support of the 
Women’s Disabilities Removal Bill, was held in Westminster 
Palace Hotel on the afternoon of Thursday, November 7th. 
The Bill promoted by the League, and which is to be brought 
in by Mr. Haldane, provides that in all Parliamentary, Muni- 
cipal, or local elections all women shall have equal rights 
of voting with men, and that no woman shall be excluded 
from voting merely because she is a married woman. Mrs. 
MclIlquhoun, P.L.G., presided, and the meeting was 
addressed by Mrs. Fenwick Miller, Mrs. Alice Scatcherd, 
Mr. Haldane, M.P., and others. Letters of apology for 
absence were read from several friends, and the resolution 
to adopt the Bill in its entirety, as the fullest embodiment 
of the views of the party, was carried unanimously. 


WOMEN AS REFORMERS. 
To THE Eprtor oF “ THE Women’s GAZETTE.” 

Madam,—I was pleased the other day in having my at- 
tention drawn to a fragment of my Sermon for the Sands, 
under the heading of a North of England Countryman. I 
feel highly honoured in the fact that you thought it worth 
the consideration of your readers. I consider plain speaking 
of the highest importance at the present time. Whatever 
we think is right ought to be expressed with a view of its 
being examined and tested in order to besure that it is what 
we think it is. We must notallow mock modesty to take 
the place of real morality. Men must be spoken to as men, 
and women as women. I like a woman-man but have no 
sympathy with aman-woman. Sentiment has its place in 
human affairs, but it must not be allowed to take the place 
of intellect. We must be good, but not too good. Steer clear 
of useless duties. Do not be over anxious to be your 
brother’s keeper; give him a chance to keep himself. 
Treat men as men, and then there is a probability of them 
preserving their manhood. But treat them like children 
they will as a consequence become childish. I prefer the 
morals which spring from persuasion rather than the 
morals which springs from legal ofticialism. Teach men to 
demand their rights and when their rights are secured they 
are in possession of an independence of charity which makes 
them feel free and think that life is worth living. 


I wish you every success in enterprise. Itis high ti 
in our public affairs to know denies ieuieeuie case 
with in the solution of social problems. Women are more 
sensitive of human wrongs than men. Human sympathy 
settles everything : it settled the dockers’ strike on the right 
side, and human sympathy will do more to settle the Irish 
Question than Statesmanship. A Statesmanship that is void 
of sympathy may suit the selfishness of a class, but is of no 
service to humanity in the mass. 


I remain, Madam, 
Yours, &ec., 
JAMES WHITE 
(Author of “ A Sermon for the Sands”). 


We have received the following lines from the same 
writer :— 


A Democrats Repiy to Lorp JoHN MANNERS. 


Let peasantries thrive and peerages decay, 

And then the sons of toil will see a brighter day. 

In the struggles for existence let those who boast of birth 
Make way for those who labour and benefit the earth. 

Let all the drones be driven to a more congenial clime, 
And see if their nobility will stand the test of time ; 

For a true nobility must be tested by its worth, 

And only sham nobilities have their main support in Birth. 


FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH. 


Sung to the tune of “ A fine old English Gentleman.” 


It was in New York City, 
The weather hot and dry, 
The heavy cars of passengers 
Went rattling swiftly by. 
They stop to change the horses 
At the corner near the mews, 
And there a little chap of ten 
Stood calling, Evening News. ‘ 
It was in New York City, 
A little chap of ten. 
The people crowded forward 
Each hustling for a place, 
The little newsboy, scarcely seen, 
Is thrown upon his face ; 
The guard haa blown his whistle, 
The horses, fresh and wild, 
Start off—we hear a scream—and then 
We see the mangled child. 
It was in New York City, 
A little chap of ten. 
“ Mother,” he cries, as mid the noise 
Her well-loved voice is heard ; 
And struggling hard with death he moans, 
And tries to speak a word. 
‘“‘ Mother—the papers—there they are, 
I couldn’t sell but four, 
The money’s in my pocket—here— ” 
The poor boy spoke no more! 
It was in New York City, 
A little chap of ten. 


Women’s Trades’ Unions Provident League, Founded 15 
years ago by the late Mrs. Paterson, has for its object the 
organization of Unions among working-women in their 
several trades, for the protection of their interests and 
for their maintenance in times of sickness and out-of-work. | 

There are already about 7,450 members in these Unions 
which when once started are self-supporting. 

The expenses of organizing the Unions are, however, con- 
siderable, and the League greatly desires aid in extending 
them throughout the Kingdom. 


FLorENcE Rovut.epcE, Hon. Sec. 
Enmitia A. Hotyoake, Assist. Sec. 
May E. Aspranam, Hon. Treas. 


Ottices of the League :— 


Industrial Hall, Clark’s Buildings ; 
Broad Street, Bloomsbury, London. [Apvr.] 
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WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERATION. 


23, QuEEN Anne's Gate, S.W. 


ACORINGTON.—This Association has commenced its 
winter’s session by each of the four Wards holding a soirée 
and musical evening. These meetings have been most 
successful, and have been the means of adding considerably 
to the number of members. Those Wards combined have 
over 1,000 members, nd with the out-districts have between 
1,300 and 1,400. The Association has begun its winter's 
work in earnest, several meetings having been arranged, 
and sewing classes are now being held weekly in connection 
with a bazaar which will take place in March next, for the 
purpose of clearing off a debt of over £800 belonging to 
the Registration Fund. At the above meetings political 
literature was liberally distributed. 

ALTRINCHAM.—On Monday, November 4th, a meet- 
ing of the members of this Association was held to hear an 
address from Miss Ryley, a lady who has been a good deal in 
Ireland, and has had exceptional opportunities of studying 
the various phases of the Irish question, on “ How to get rid 
of the Coercion Act.” 

Mrs. Paterson, who presided, in introducing Miss Ryley, 
referred to the opportunities she herself had enjoyed for 
studying the Irish question. 

Miss Ryley said the subject of coercion in Ireland should 
occupy the attention of all Women’s Liberal Associations, 
and everything possible should be done to bring pressure to 
bear on the men who had passed the Crimes Act, or, as she 
preferred to call it, the Coercion Act, to undo the wrong 

they had done. She thought the thanks of all right-minded 
men and women were due to the voters in those places who 
returned Liberals and Home Rulers. These were the 
people who, seeing a national crisis had arrived, stood up 
bravely for the liberties of the country, knowing that they 
were safer in the hands of the Liberals than the Tories. It 
was the wretched phalanx of men who called themselves 
Liberal-Unionists who had produced this horrible state of 
things in Ireland. The Tories were not strong enough to 
coerce Ireland, and it was only the help they got from Mr. 
Chamberlain and men who acted with him that enabled 
them to pass the Coercion Act. Miss Ryley then proceeded 
to describe some of the provisions of the Coercion Act. She 
urged her hearers to study the subject of Ireland, and make 
themselves acquainted with the actual facts of the case, and 
endeavour to realise the entirely different conditions of 
industry in England and Ireland ; and to banish from their 
minds religious bigotry, and behold with reverence and 
respect a national priesthood, taking the side of their 
oppressed and poverty-stricken flocks, using their enormous 
“i ene to restrain them from evil-doing. 

Mrs. John Mills seconded the resolution, and Mrs. Kemp 
moved a vote of thanks to Miss Ryley. 

A petition for the reprieve of William Coll was largely 
signed at the close, and Miss Ryley exhibited a basket, the 
work of Irish peasantry, which had been taught by Miss 
Sturge. 

AMBLESIDE.—A meeting of the above was held on 
Friday, the 8th inst., when Miss Ellen Chapman, of Win- 
chester, delivered a most interesting and instructive address 
on her visits to Ireland. The audience, owing to a very 
short notice, was small, but appreciative. 

BRADFORD.—On Monday, November 4th, the first of 
the regular fortnightly meetings was held in the saloon of 
the Mechanics’ Institute. There was a good attendance. 
The Hon. Secretary reported that several successful tea parties 
had been held at Lidget Green, Allerton, West Bowling, 
and Low Moor, a considerable profit being made on each 
occasion. Mrs. Byles also referred to the Municipal elections, 
and while complimenting those who had worked, wished 
that more members had joined in the labour of the contest. 
She reported that two large bales had been sent to Ireland, 
one to County. Kerry and the other to the Clanricarde 
estate. Mention was made of the proposed Conference at 
Darlington, and of the meetings to be held at Manchester 
on the 3rd and 4th of December. Miss Gregory then gave 
some details of the history and working of Trades’ Unions in 
this country, and read Lady Dilke’s paper on “ Women and 
Trades’ Unions.” A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 


Miss Gregory. 

BRIDLINGTON.—The first annual meeting was held 
in the Temperance Hall on Monday, October 28th, and was 
well attended. 

Mrs. Wyatt, one of the vice-presidents, occupied the 


chair, and gave a most able and appropriate opening 
address. 

Mrs. Milner, hon. secretary, then read an exhaustive 
report of the year’s work. The great object of the Asso- 
ciation was to be able to render efficient service to the 
Liberal cause, and in order to bring about that result effec- 
tively special attention had been paid to careful organization, 
educational work, and individual effort. The efficiency of 
the first named had been demonstrated on the occasion of 
the County Council elections. The lectures and public 
meetings had been well attended, and the committee had 
held several sewing meetings during the winter. A box 
containing 205 articles of useful clothing was dispatched to 
Miss McFadden, of Gweedore, for the use of the tenants so 
cruelly evicted in County Donegal. 

The financial statement was presented by Mrs. Sutcliffe, 
Hon. Treasurer, showing that the utmost care and economy 
had been exercised in this rela and, taking into 
consideration the work accomplished, it was most satisfactory 
to find that there was a balance in hand. 

Both reports having been adopted, a vote of thanks was 
tendered to the retiring officers, and on the motion of Mrs. 
Crosby, seconded by Mrs. Pool, a cordial vote of thanks was 

to those ladies and gentlemen who had kindly 
entertained the lecturers and speakers during the session. 
Mrs. Angus Holden was unanimously re-elected President. 
Mrs. McArthur, Miss Holden, Mrs. Joshua Rowntree, Mrs. 
Wyatt, Mrs. Crosby, and Mrs. Pool were elected vice- 
presidents. Mrs. Todd, Mrs. Scott, Mrs. Houghton, Mrs. R. 
Bailey, Mrs. Capt. Redhead, Miss Coates, Miss Mainprize, 
Miss A. Hagyard, Miss Burkill, and Miss M. Hagyard were 
elected an executive committee. Mrs. Sutcliffe was re-elected 
Hon. Treasurer, and Mrs. Milner, Hon. Secretary. 

BRISTOL.—On October 24th a meeting was held at 
Clifton for the purpose of promoting the extension of the 
Parliamentary franchise to women, “and other important 
measures.” The chair was taken by Miss Priestman, Presi- 
dent of the Association, and among others present were Mr. 
Handel Cossham, M.P., Mr. Walter MacLaren, M.P., Mr. 
Charles Townsend, Mrs. W. S. Clark, Miss Priestman, 
Miss Ellen Chapman, Miss Lattimer, Miss Henrietta 
Miiller, Mrs. Brine, Mrs. J. H. Perry, Miss Arabella Shore, 
and Mrs. Swann.—Mrs. Swann moved the following resolu- 
tion: “ That this meeting, believing in the Liberal aaa 
government of the people by the people, and believing t. 
national justice is impossible when half the nation have no 
direct representation because they are women, pledges itself 
to the redress of this wrong by supporting the claims of 
women to the Parliamentary franchise.”—Mrs. C. Brine 
(Shaldon, near Teignmouth) seconded the resolution.— Miss 
F. Henrietta Muller (London) and Mr. Walter MacLaren, 
M.P., supported the resolution.—The resolution was carried 
by a large majority, only two or three voting against it. 
—Miss Ellen Chapman (Winchester) proposed “That this 
meeting rejoices in the awakening of women to the impor- 
tance of political action, and earnestly desires their co-opera- 
tion with Women’s Liberal Associations for the advancement 
of that wise and righteous legislation which is the safety of 
a, nation.”—Miss Lattimer (Plymouth) seconded the resolu- 
tion, which Mr. Handel Cossham, M.P., supported, and 
which was carried unanimously.—Mr. C. Townsend proposed 
a vote of thanks to Miss Priestman for presiding.—This 
was agreed upon, and the p ings terminated. 

CAMBRIDGE.—The third “friendly ” meeting of the 
season was held on Thursday, November 7th, when Mr. 
William Clarke, M.A., of the Fabian Society, delivered a 
most eloquent and impressive lecture on “ Practicable 
Socialism ;” advocating combination of labour, shorter hours, 
the better housing of the people, and the reclaiming for 
the poor those public charities and endowments originally 
intended for them. He concluded by begging women to 
interest themselves in these vital subjects. The chair was 
occupied by the President (Mrs. Bateson). The Liberal 
Musical Society rendered several inspiriting glees. There 
was a large and enthusiastic audience. 

CHRISTCHURCH AND BOURNEMOUTH.—0On 
November 7th, the Winter Session of the above Association _ 
was opened by a very successful tea and public meeting. 
About 300 sat down to tea. The tables were prettily 
decorated with flowers, and at either end of the Hall was 
an array of “Union Jack” and other flags. During the 
meeting which followed, the Hall was crowded to excess. 
Rev. R. Colman, President of the Liberal Association, 
presided. Mr. Jos. Brown, F.C.S., of Dewsbury, gave his 
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lecture on “ Eviction Scenes in Ireland,” illustrated by about 
100 limelight views. It was listened to throughout with a 
lively interest, and excited much pity for the poor Irish 
sufferers. Several new members were enrolled during the 
evening. 

GLASGOW.—The annual meeting of the Association for 
Glasgow and the North of Scotland will be held on Nov. 
21st. Lady Trevelyan, Vice-President of the Association, 
has kindly consented to take the chair. This Association 
has despatched a third bale of clothing to the distressed 
people of Glenzharrold, Ardagh, co. Limerick. Mr. Edward 
Fitzgerald has consented to take charge of it. 

HULL AND EAST RIDING.—The usual fortnightly 
meeting of this Association was held on November 4th, when 
Lady Sandhurst delivered an address entitled “The duties 
of Women with respect to Politics.” Lady Sandhurst, who 
was enthusiastically received, alluded to the excellent work 
that had been done by the Women’s Liberal Federation, 
and of the increasing number of its Associations in 
different parts of the Kingdom. She then spoke of her 
visit to Ireland and the warmth of her reception there, and 
mentioned that the opposition to Home Rule in Ulster 
appeared to be dying out. 

Mrs. Moorby proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Lady 
Sandhurst for her address, which resolution was seconded by 
Mrs. Stephenson; supported by Mrs. Thorp, Alderman 
Stuart, and the Chairman, and carried unanimously. 

Next meeting is fixed for Tuesday, 19th inst., when the 
Rev. James Bell will deliver a lecture. 

KELVEDON.—The annual Liberal tea meeting of 
this Association was held on Wednesday evening, 
October 23, at the Public Hall, when a most 
enthusiastic and crowded meeting was held. The 
Hall was prettily decorated for the occasion, and the tea 
arrangements were excellently carried out by Miss A. 
Youngman and a very efficient staff of workers. The Hall 
was not large enough to hold the people, so an extra table 
had to be set downstairs. At the public meeting Mr. 
Gripper, of Chelmsford, presided. Mr. Orst, Secretary, 
read letters expressing sympathy from several prominent 
Liberals. Some excellent instrumental music was given by 
a string band. Mr. A. Orst presided at the pianoforte. 

The Chairman opened the meeting with a first-rate 
speech, during which he expressed himself delighted with 
the grand meeting of the evening. He then said the great 
question before the country was justice to Ireland, and the 
passing of a measure to give to that downtrodden people the 
saime rights Englishmen possess. 

After several speeches, Miss Docwra moved, and Mr. 
Orst seconded, a vote of thanks to the speakers and Chair- 
man, and after the singing of the National Anthem the 
very successful meeting closed. 

MORPETH AND WANSBECK.—0n November 7th 
a meeting was held in the Town Hall, Morpeth, when an 
address was delivered by Mrs. Byles, of Bradford, on the 
subject of “ Ireland a Nation.” Mr. James Joicey, M.P., 
presided, and there was a large attendance, many ladies 
being present. 

Mrs. Byles, who was received with applause, said that she 
thought it her duty to help her fellow-women to come to 
some apprehension of the facts of the Irish question that 
she had ventured to come there and give her views that 
night. Anyone who went to Ireland would see the state 
that the country was in through England’s coercive policy, 
and know exactly what the aspirations of the Irish people 
were, but the eyes of the Unionists, even of those of them 
who went there, were blind, and they could not see these 
needs. After detailing an interesting history of the Irish 
people, Mrs. Byles went on to say that out of the 5,000,000 
people in Ireland there was only 60,000 Orangemen who did 
not want Home Rule, and, she asked, were they to withhold 
freedom and justice from five millions of people for the sake 
of 60,000? She referred at some length to the almost 
universal demand of the Irish people for Home Rule, and 
the patience and self-sacrifice with which they were waiting 
for it. She concluded by saying that they wanted to offer 
that noble people a nation of freedom, and not a nation of 
slavery, and she was persuaded that the women of Morpeth 
would join them in that effort. 

On the motion of Mr. Ferguson, seconded by Mr. Hann, 
a cordial vote of thanks was given to Mrs. Byles for her 
lecture, and a vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated 
the proceedings. 


NEWCASTLE.—On Friday, November 8th, the annual 
meeting was held in the Central Hall, Newcastle. At six 
o'clock there was a tea in the lower hall, at which above two 
hundred ladies and gentlemen sat down. Trays were given 
by the following ladies :— Lady Trevelyan, Mrs. James 
Craig, Mrs. R. Spence Watson, Mrs. Mawson, Mrs. Dunn 
Mrs. Moffatt, Mrs. Telford, Mrs. Crawford, Mrs, Pattison, 
Mrs. Dendy, Mrs. David Richardson, and the Committee of 
the Liberal Club. 

The evening meeting was held in the large hall. Mrs. 
R. Spence Watson presided; and amongst those on the 

latform were Mrs. R. Cameron (Sunderland), Mrs. Byles 
Bradford), Miss Moffatt (Secretary), and Dr. R. Spence 
atson. During the evening a concert of vocal and 
instrumental music was given by the following ladies and 
gentlemen :—Mrs. Crawford, Mrs. Marquis, Miss Taylor, 
Miss Bell, Miss Kate Taylor, Mr. J. B. Bowes, Mr. Todd, 
Mr. Henry Piper, and Mr. J. J. Hobkirk. 

Miss Moffatt read the annual report, of which the 
following is an abstract :— 

The record for this the third year of the Association shows more 
meetings, increased membership, and a wider sphere of work. We 
wish we could show a larger membership, but we must not be dis- 
couraged on account of our slow growth. By many people women’s 
political associations are still looked upon as something beyond their 
sphere and comprehension, but we trust the northern women will 
soon prove themselves to be more enlightened. In the spring the 
Misses Wakinshaw and the Misses Moffatt undertook to make a list 
of names and addresses of all the women ratepayers in both boroughs. 
It was found there were in Newcastle over 4,000, and in Gateshead 
over 1,800. We have lately felt what a power our Association re 
be if we could reach some of these people and educate them (if in 
ever so small a way) politically, preparing the way for the time (for 
come it must before long) when women as well as men shall have the 
Parliamentary vote. For lack of workers we cannot take this 
question up so fully as we should like, but we hope in the coming 
year to spools more. In July, six members of our Association 
assisted the Men’s Liberal Association in the registration. The work 
they did was considered to be well done, and we trust next year to 
have more volunteers. There is nothing disagreeable in it, and many 
a word might be put in for our own Association. In conclusion, we 
want our members to feel their individual responsibility, and intelli- 
gently to understand the true principles of Liberalism, which are 
peace, retrenchment, and reform, questions which affect women and 
children of all classes of society. 


The balance-sheet showed a balance in hand of £2 6s. 2d. 

The President proposed, and Mrs. David Richardson 
seconded the adoption of the report, and the resolution 
was carried. 

Mrs. Byles then addressed the meeting. The record of 
the work of the Newcastle and Gateshead Women’s 
Liberal Association, she thought, was very satisfactory. 
The announcement made by Mrs. Spence Watson must 
delight the women throughout the country. They had, 
indeed, made a distinguished convert, and their work must 
have been thoroughly satisfactory to have won from Mr. 
John Morley that very warm appreciation of the position of 
women. Women frankly acknowledged themselves to be 
students of politics. They were not afraid to begin at the 
beginning. There was one particular question, and that 
was the combinations which would now certainly be quickly 
formed with regard to women’s labour. This would certainly 
be one of the things in the near future. It was very im- 
portant that these combinations should be placed on a sound 
and honest and wise basis, and women who led happier lives 
and had fuller opportunities and privileges ought to feel it 
their duty to enter into the discussion and to give all the 
help and all the advice they were able to do. Of course, the 
main object of their work lay in Ireland and in regard to 
the Irish question. They found in that mighty and com- 
plex question the key to the solution of many of our own 
difficulties. The very education we were passing through in 
relation to the Irish agitation would have a helpful influence 
in dealing with English questions when Home Rule was 
settled. 

Mrs. R. Cameron, Sunderland, moved :— 

That this meeting records its emphatic condemnation of the 
attitude of the Government to the Irish people and the Irish Leaders, 
It believes that the laws at present in force in Ireland are not only 
unwise and harassing, but that they are unjustly administered, and 
tend to prolong the unhappy agrarian disputes which disturb the 
country. 

Mr. John Havelock seconded the resolution, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Dr. R. Spence Watson moved a vote of thanks to Mrs 
Byles for her address. Mrs. Byles had said that in this 
part of the country they were sure of victory at the general 
election. He hoped they were not. There was no surer 
way to ensure defeat than to be too certain of victory. They 
believed they would win, and they only wished their 
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nents would give them a chartce of fighting them, but 


op 

ore the fight came, and when they were getting ready in 
the times of peace—which were anything but piping—they 
must work and prepare as though they believed that every 
vote would be needed when the election came. 

Mrs. J. H. Richardson seconded the motion, which was 
carried, and it was supported by Mr. Fenwick, M.P., and 
Mr. Burt, M.P. 

Mrs. Spence Watson having been thanked for her conduct 
in the chair, the ings came to an end. 

NORTH GTON.—The annual meeting of the 
Association was held through the kindness of Mrs. Grigsby, 
at her residence, Manor Road, Holloway, London. There 
were a large number present, including Mrs. Dr. Bryant, 
president ; Mrs. Horatio Bottomley and Mrs. Grigsby, 
vice-presidents ; Mrs. Menzies, i a se er ge 
&c.—Mrs. B: t, in opening the p: gs, upon 
Mrs. Menzies. the hon. sec., to read the report, which was 
most satisfactory. It was stated that w the member- 
ship of the Association had been fairly maintained, its 
efficiency was considerably greater than at any previous 
period of its short history. The Association was enabled to 
afford considerable help during the contest in connection 
with the County Council Election, in which the Liberal 
perty in the district had been victorious, Dr. Grigsby and 

r. Parkinson having been returned. The necessity for 
the Association was proved by the fact that there were 
1,100 women in the borough who were ratepayers and were 
entitled to a vote. The Association was an educational 
influence also. A petition had been promoted by the 
Association and which was sent to Mr. Bartley, M.P. for 
the Division, calling on him to help to put an end to the 

injustice involved in the enforcement of the Crimes 
Act in Ireland, and was signed by over 2,000 persons. 
Miss Orme, LL.B., had delivered a series of lectures on 
English and Irish Land, which proved to be a great help to 
many in understanding the subject. The report went on 
to say that the committee looked forward with confidence to 
the future—Mrs. Down proposed, and Mrs. Seamer 
seconded, the adoption of the report, which was carried, 
after which Mrs. Bligh Jones proposed, and Mrs. Grigsby 
seconded, the adoption of the balance-sheet. Also carried.— 
Mrs. Hindley and Miss Hewitt proposed and seconded a 
vote of satisfaction at the recent bye-elections, which was 
carried, and Mrs. Seamer, in an eloquent address, proposed 
a vote approving the formation of Women’s Trades’ Unions. 
This was seconded by Miss Mills and carried.—Mr. 
Bottomley, the Liberal candidate, and several well-known 
Liberals also addressed the meeting. 

NOTTINGHAM.—The annual meeting of the Notting- 
ham Women’s Liberal Association has been held at the 
rooms in Wheeler Gate. There was a good attendance of 
members present. Mrs. Cowen, President, was in the chair. 
Mrs. Jelley, Mrs. J. A. H, Green, Mrs. W. H. Farmer, 
Mrs. T. Bayley, Misses Guilford, Mrs. Jessie Hind, Miss 
Cooke, Mrs. Mutch, Mrs. Brownsword, Miss R. P. Hutchin- 
son, Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. Ward, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Allen, Mrs. 
Linforth, and Miss Holbrook, Secretary, also attended. Miss 
Holbrook read the report of the work accomplished during the 
third year of the Association’s existence. This showed that 
there had been six general meetings, twelve committee 
meetings, five council meetings, and three Literature Com- 
mittee meetings. On May 9th the annual soirée was held 
in the large hall of the Mechanics’ Institute. The Associa- 
tion sent delegates to the annual meetings of the Women’s 
Liberal Federation in London in May. The committee 
were glad to report that Mrs. Simpson, a member of the 
Council, joined the first party of the women’s deputation to 
Treland Rindig Easter week as a delegate from the Associa- 
tion. A Literature Committee had been formed, its object 
being the circulation of political pamphlets and leaflets. 
District visitors had been appointed in some of the Wards, 
and the circulation of the pamphlets had begun.—Mrs. W. 
H. Farmer (hon. treasurer) then read a statement of ac- 
counts.—In moving the adoption of the report, Mrs. Cowen 
said they might fairly consider that with the means at their 
disposal they had done a fair amount of work.—Mrs. Simp- 
son seconded the resolution, and the report was adopted.— 
A letter was read from Miss Renals resigning her position 
as hon. secretary.—Mrs. Bayley said she should like it to be 
understood that the Southern Division Women’s Liberal 
Association was not affiliated because the rules would 
hardly allow of it. They wished to work along with the 
other Associations, and the reason they were not affiliated 


was not because they did not wish to work with the others, 
—The other business was of a private and unimportant 
character. 


PARTON.—On Monday, November 4th, Miss Chapman 
lectured on “Ireland” and its natural resources, the 
Coercion Act and iis administration, and the question of 
Home Rule. The chair was occupied by Alderman Burnyeat, 
of Millgrove, who was accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Lace, 
(presidents ively of the Men’s and Women’s Liberal 
Keoolations), the Committee of the latter, and a deputation 
from the ne Association in Whitehaven, consisting of 
Mrs. Kitchin, and others. Mrs. Lace pro , and Mrs. 
Miller seconded, a vote of thanks to the lecturer. Miss 
Chapman responded, and proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman, which was seconded by Mrs. W. H. Kitchin. 
Mr. Lace, in putting the motion to the meeting, gave the 
result of his personal observations during a short visit to 
Donegal. 


SOUTHPORT.—The annual meeting was held on October 
28th,in the Temperance Hall. There was a very large attend- 
ance, the hall being crowded in every part, and the meeting 
was a thorough success in every respect. Mrs. Eva McLaren, 
President of the Association (who on entering the room was 
presented with a beautiful bouquet by Miss Sylvia Tesche- 
macher), occupied the chair, and was supported by Miss 
Conybeare (sister of Mr. C. A. Conybeare, M.P.), and other 
ladies.— Miss Ryley, hon. secretary, read the annual report, 
and Miss Muspratt (hon. secretary of the Waterloo and 
District Branch of the Association) then read the report of that 
branch, and Mrs. Spencer Leese submitted the annual state- 
ment of accounts of the Association, which showed a balance 
in handof £30 13s. 7d.—Mrs. Rawlins read the accounts 
of the Waterloo Branch, showing a credit balance 
of €1 19s. 114d.—On the motion of Miss Wubbe, seconded 
by Mrs. Sprunt, both reports and financial statements 
were unanimously adopted.—Mrs. Booth pro an altera- 
tion of Rule 3 to the effect that in future the subscription 
be one shilling, sixpence, and threepence instead of one 
shilling as heretofore. The alteration, she said, would enable 
women to join the Association who could ill-afford a shilling 
all at. once.—Mrs. Teschemacher seconded the proposition, 
which was d to, the President remarking that she 
thought the alteration a wise one, inasmuch as it would help 
a great many working women to join the Association who 
otherwise could not do so.—Mrs. Mulgrew next moved that 
Rule 6 be amended, and that the words “ except during the 
three months of summer” be added after ‘“ The educational 
meetings shall be held monthly."—Miss Hewitt seconded 
the motion, and it was carried.—Miss Wiibbe said as an As- 
sociation they had declared their adherence to all Liberal 
objects, and pro reforms, but unfortunately so far 
Women’s Suffrage had not been included, and as the enfran- 
chisement of women was one of the reforms they were seek- 
ing to bring about she thought it only right in justice to 
themselves and to those Members of Parliament who had so 
gallantly championed their cause in the House of Commons 
to show that they were in favour of it. She, therefore, pro- 
posed that Women’s Suffrage occupy the foremost 
place in the objects of the Association—Mrs. Cran- 

shaw seconded.—The President heartily concurred with the 
proposition. Women’s Suffrage, she said, was one of the 
first things they must ask for, for if they were to fight they 
must have a weapon to fight with.—The proposition was 
unanimously agreed to.—Mrs. McLaren was re-elected presi- 
dent ; Mrs. Spencer Leese and Miss Wiibbe, hon. treasurers ; 
and Miss Ryley, hon. secretary. The Committee was also 
re-elected.—The President, in congratulating the Association 
upon its report and financial statement, said that in her ex- 
perience of the different Associations inthe country she knew 
of none which showed more vigour and energy in its work 
than that of Southport. Another subject she must 
congratulate them upon was the return of three ladies 
as poor-law guardians. Another election upon which she 
must congratulate them was that of Miss Ryley to the 
School Board. All would agree with her that none was 
more fitted to represent their interests than Miss Ryley. 
There was another point which she was very glad to see, 
and that was a suggestion, which she thought camefrom a 
member of their Committee, that lectures should be 
given on special subjects to girls attending the Board 
schools—subjects which were not included in the or- 

i curriculum, but which all girls ought to know. The 

carrying out of the resolution embodying this suggestion was, 
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thought, Miss Ryley’s first work, and she only hoped 
aaa ite slat of asimilar character would be carried 
and put in force in the different schools throughout the 
country. Having referred to Mr. Gladstone’s visit to South- 
port, ks alluded to the scandalous practice of jury packing 
in Ireland, and saidall who had heard or read anything 
about the Gweedore trials must have been filled with 
righteous indignation at the manner in which they were con- 
ducted by the Crown. It was, however, only part of the 
terrible system of tyranny and oppression pursued by the 
Government ever since they had been in office. The only 
way to effectually cure Ireland’s grievances was to satisfy the 
just demands of her people and give them an adequate 
measure of self-government ; until that was done her wrongs 
would never be remedied. There were one or two questions 
upon which she had been asked to speak to them 
that evening. The Association, as they knew, had cer- 
tain objects in view, but their nature had never 
been leacty defined, it being taken for granted 
that they included those subjects taken up the Liberal 
party. Well, it was seein in the future that the objects 
they espoused should be plainly stated in the programme, 
and that to those objects should be added the question of 
women’s suffrage, which should occupy the foremost place 
in the programme. Another question of supreme interest 
to women was the custody and guardianship of children. 
The law on this till three years ago was grossly unequal, 
when it was amended and improved in many respects. There 
was, however, one great fault which still wanted removing. 
The father had a right to appoint a guardian over his 
children to act after death, and that appointment was abso- 
lute and unalterable. A mother had also the right to 
appoint a guardian, but that was not an absolute appoint- 
ment, for on application to a court it could be set aside and 
some one else selected. Surely the mother had the greatest 
responsibility during the child’s young life, and yet she had 
the least rights. She thought it was only fair that the 
father and mother in this respect should have equal rights 
over their children. Alluding to the Liberal programme, 
she said one of the first reforms necessary was the amendment 
of the law relating to the franchise and registration. Refer- 
ring to Local Self-Government and Free Education, she said 
there were reasons why they should not come to the front 
immediately, but it would not be long before they did.— Mrs. 
John Mills moved “ That, in the opinion of this meeting, 
the system of jury packing as practised during the trials of 
the Gweedore prisoners is most unreasonable and illegal ; 
and that the change of venue from Donegal to Queen’s 
County is a direct contravention of English ideas of pro- 
priety and justice.”—Miss Conybeare seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously.—Miss Cheetham said they 
were proud towelcome among them the sister of one of Mr. 
Balfour's criminals, and one who had borne her share of 
Ireland’s suffering in a way that all sisters with good brothers 
would understand. Not that they had one atom of sym- 
pathy with crime, but they believed those criminals were 
manufactured by the administration of an Act that had 
created new crimes, apparently for the pleasure of punishing 
them, and that had made criminal toan Irishman what was 
perfectly legal and innocent to an Englishman, Scotchman, 
or Welshman—nay more—his unchallenged right. They 
believed the dawn was at hand that would chase the shadows 
of the pust three terrible years from Ireland and her heroic 
sons and daughters. Meanwhile they were glad of this 
opportunity of reaffirming their unabated confidence in their 
great leader and his Irish policy, their constant sympathy 
with the Irish people, in what was, if England would 
only see it, a struggle for liberty as piteous, as 
inevitable, and as sureof ultimate triumph as that in 
Italy of thirty years ago, in which Englishmen of all parties 
sympathised. Aslong as they existed as an Association they 
would oppose the policy of coercion. She proposed a vote of 
thanks to Miss Conybeare.—Mrs. Steel seconded, and the 
motion was carried.—On the motion of Mrs. Thew, seconded 
by Mrs. Ashington, a hearty vote of thanks was passed to 
Mrs, McLaren.—Mrs. McLaren, in reply, said that what the 
women of our country had failed in so far was unity. She 
wished them to stick together and work together to achieve 
the greatest good for the greatest number. Women’s 
sphere she believed to be that which they could do and what- 
ever they found to do let them do it in the best manner 
possible according to their light——The meeting then ter- 
_ mninated. The sum of £3 11s. 83d. was collected at the doors 
in aid of the Gweedore prisoners’ defence fund. 


SPALDING.—A public tea and meeting was h 
6th instant at Cowbit. The Vicar would not or oe = 
of the endowed schoolroom, and the Methodist Chapel was 
not available, but Mr. and Mrs. Peake kindly lent a large 
barn, which was made quite comfortable. Cowbit is a 
rather isolated and antiquated village, and it was thought 
the undertaking would prove a failure, but the result’ was 
such a success as quite astonished the promoters. 105 persons 
partook of tea. This was the first meeting since the bye- 
election took place. The barn was crowded to excess, and 
the large audience listened most attentively for over two 
hours. References to Free Education, One Man One Vote, 
and the Duty on Tea and Tobacco met with hearty 


applause. 

ST. HELEN’S.—The first annual meeting under the 
auspices of this Association was held on the evening of 
Tuesday, October 29th. This Association has only been in 
existence a few months, and its members already number 
over 200. An address, by Mrs. Eva Maclaren, on 
‘“‘ Women’s Work in the political field, and the best methods 
of doing it,” was listened to with great interest. Miss 
Conybeare gave a graphic description of her Irish ex- 
periences, and Miss Constance Wiibbe and Miss - Kate Ryle 
urged on all present to do all that in them lay to bring 
about Home Rule for Ireland. Other addresses followed, 
after which the social of the programme was gone into. 

STRATFORD-ON-AVON. the 7th a lecture on a 
visit to Ireland was delivered in the Town Hall by Miss 
Orme, LL.B., who was accompanied by several members 
of the Warwick and Leamington Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion. Captain Wickham presided. He was supported by 
Mrs. Fell, Mr., Mrs., and Miss Hordern (Leamington), Dr. 
Davison rai the Rev. J. Mark (Ettington), a We 
Smallwood, Mr. T. Morris, &c,—The Chairman introduced 
the lecturer, and Miss Orme then gave an account of a re- 
cent tour in Ireland.—Mrs. Hordern gave a short address 
on the work of the association in the Stratford Division. — 
The Chairman expressed the thanks of the meeting to Miss 
Orme and to Mrs. Hordern.—Mr. Hordern then pro- 

a vote of thanks to the Chairman, and urged that the 
best efforts of Liberals should be put forth to get rid of 
“this detestable and abominable” Government.—Mr. J. 
Smallwood seconded the vote of thanks, which was carried 
unanimously, and acknowledged by the Chairman. 

WANSBECK AND MORPETH.— se pti, 
under the auspices. of the Wansbeck and Morpeth Libe: 
Association was held on Nov. 8th in the Co-operative Hall, 
Ashington. There was a large attendance, and among 
those on the platform were Mrs. Byles, Mrs. Joicey, 
Longhirst ; Mrs. Fryer, Cramlington ; Mrs. Duncan, 
Morpeth ; Miss Nicholson (Secretary), and Miss Ayr 
(Treasurer). Mr. Charles Fenwick, M.P., presided. 

The Chairman, in introducing the lecturer, said the 
Association was not yet twelve months old, but in that 
short time it had secured results that were of a most 
encouraging and satisfactory character. It was not intended 
by its promoters that it should rival the other women’s 
political association—the Primrose e—in some of the 
very questionable practices to which that League resorted in 
rural districts at the time of general or bye-elections. That 
League was nothing less than a machine and engine for 
inflicting political torture upon many portions of the 
community. Their Association was not meant to rival 
that League. When he told them that Lady Trevelyan was 
at the head of it, and was supported by Lady Grey and 
Mrs. Joicey, who he was pleased to see was with them 
that night, they had sufficient guarantee that nothing 
was inconsistent with perfect freedom of action. Its one 
object was to educate the Liberal women of the division and 
borough so that they might become interested in the great 
social and political questions of the day. Mr. Fenwick 
next alluded to the Irish Question, and concludedby calling 
upon Mrs. Byles to deliver her address on “ Autumn Notes 
on Ireland.” 

Mrs. Byles, who was warmly received, in the course of 
her lecture referred to the necessity of political organisa- 
tion amongst women, and quoted Mr. Gladstone’s words— 
“There is a crying need of education and combined action 
among women.” Mrs. Byles then described what she had 
seen in Ireland during her recent visits on the 
estate in Connemara, and on the Clanricarde estate in 
Galway. In conclusion, the lecturer said the people of 
Ireland were as law-abiding as any people, and their patience . 
was due to the belief that England before long would see 
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they had their rights. The union was growing between 
themselves and the Irish and it was the Liberal men and 
wonen who were trying to bring about a real union. 

WARWICK GTON.—On October 
21st the annual meeting of the above Association was held 
in the Liberal Working Men’s Club, Leamington. A great 
number of members attended to record their votes. The 
following ladies were elected on the Committee: Mrs. Fell 
| ern Mrs. Lloyd Evans, Mrs. Southorn, Mrs. Bod- 

ington, Miss Bright, Mrs. Southey, Mrs. Hordern, Mrs. 
George, Mrs. Rowlands, Miss Broadbent, Mrs. Purser, Miss 
Garside, Mrs. Hill, Mrs. Anderson, Miss Downing, Mrs. 
Crooks, Mrs. Davenport, Mrs. E. Hill, Mrs. T. Timms, 
Mrs. McParland, Miss Garrington, and Mrs. Hands. The 
Secretary read the annual report and the treasurer the 
financial report. Both were declared eminently satisfactory 
and passed. 

Mrs. Hordern gave an address, commenting on the very 
large amount of really important work executed during the 
twelve months and the business capacity shown in the 
manner of carrying it out, so that whilst paying their way 
the Committee were yet able to hand over a balance towards 
the funds for the new official year. The Country Work 
Committee, the members of which have been carrying on 
such a valuable mission in South Warwickshire, have 
by subscriptions of country members’ collections, made at 
public country meetings with donations given for their special 
work, been enabled to repay more than half the total 
amount granted from the General Fund of the Association 
for their working expenses. 

Mrs. McParland spoke in favour of the Women’s Gazette 
as a most useful agent in ventilating new ideas and obtain- 
ing on them the views and opinions of experienced workers ; 
and recommended all members to take a copy themselves, 
or two or three to unite and take a copy between them, and 
they would learn from it what other Associations in all 
parts of the country were doing, as well as their own. 

On November 8th the above Association held its first 
annual public meeting in the Town Hall, Leamington. 
Bolton King, Esq., took the chair, and opened the proceed- 
ing by congratulating the Association on the fact 
that the report and balance-sheet presented at the 
annual meeting of members had been found so satis- 
factory; and spoke in high terms of the work done 
in the county by the Liberal women. B. C. Molloy, 
Esq., M.P. for King’s County, who was very cordially 
received, proposed a resolution approving Irish and English 
reform, which was seconded by Miss Orme, LL.B., and 
supported by H. P. Cobb, Esq., Liberal Member for the 
Rugby Division, and carried with enthusiasm. A vote of 
thanks was proposed by Mrs. William Tuckwell to the 
speakers, and by Mrs. Hordern to the Chairman, both being 
carried by acclamation. 

WATERLOO.—The first annual meeting in connection 
with this branch of the Southport Association was held on 
Wednesday, October 30th. Mrs. Horton presided, and 
there was a good attendance of members and friends, Mrs. 
Eva MacLaren, Miss Ryley, Miss Wiibbe, and Mrs. Thew 
being present from Southport. Mrs. Eva MacLaren made 
an able speech “On Women’s Political Work: How to 
obtain their rights and how to use them.” Miss Wiibbe, in 
the unavoidable absence of Miss Conybeare, gave a short 
account of the Gweedore trials, at which Miss Conybeare 
was present. The usual votes of thank were proposed and 
carried. 

WEST ISLINGTON.—-On Thursday, the 7th inst., by 
invitation of this Association, Mrs. Samson gave a 
most interesting lecture, entitled “Why should Women 
be Politicians ?” at the Office of the Liberal and Radical 
Association, 229, Caledonian-road, N.,'to a full and attentive 
audience. Frederick Ward, Esq., Chairman of the Liberal 
and Radical Association, presided, and in the course of an 
enthusiastic speech strongly urged women to study politics 
and advocated their perfect equality with men. Mrs. 
Samson’s powerful arguments produced unanimity in those 
present, consequently there was no discussion, and S. G. 
Fenton, Esq., proposed, and J. Macdonald, Esq., seconded, a 
very cordial vote of thanks to Mrs. Samson. 

HITEHAVEN.—On November 7th, Miss Chapman, 
L.L.A., lectured on Irish affairs since the Union. Besides 


the members of the W. L. A. the rooms were crowded with 
Liberal men, including miners who are on strike belonging 
to the extensive collieries in the neighbourhood. The 
Whitehaven Free Press, in commenting upon the week's 


campaign, heartily congratulated the Committee on the spirit 


which has led them to secure a lecturer of the ability of 
Miss Chapman. 

WINSCOMBE.—A meeting of the Winscombe Branch 
of the Women’s Liberal Association was held on Monday, 
Nov. 4th, Mrs. Tanner presiding. Addresses were given by 
Mrs. Tanner, Mrs. Swann, and Mr. Ashby, and the evening’s 
proceedings varied by music. Mrs. Tanner spoke of the 
importance of the Liberal party, as the party of progress, 
observing that if that party had been true to its own 
principles, women would not now be still contending for 
their political rights. Mrs. Swann spoke of the important 
subjects requiring the attention of women—such as 
education and peace, the false glory of war and its real 
horrors, and the desolation of homes caused by the pride 
and folly of rulers. Turning to the subject of Ireland, she 
related some of her own observations in a recent and 
previous visits to that country, quoting Disraeli’s remark 
that an English Minister ought to affect by policy what a 
revolution would do by force. The mistake of our Govern- 
ment, she said, had been in withholding all concessions to Irish 
feeling until too late, and only yielding at last when the 
concession had lost its grace ; and in supposing that Irishmen 
want a separation from Great Britain. It is said that the 
Irish tenants ought to pay their rents as well as English 
tenants ; but as Mrs. Swann pointed out the difference is 
that the Irish tenants have built their own houses and re- 
deemed their own land from the wilderness, and whatever 
improvements they make they are made to pay more rent 
for. Families are now turned out by the roadside while the 
cottages are destroyed which they or their fathers have 
built. Against these iniquities she urged all right-minded 
people to protest. 


WOMANLINESS. 

Ir is customary nowadays to say many things in praise of 
womanliness. There seems to be a sort of dread that it is a 
valuable quality which is becoming extinct in modern life, 
since it is supposed that the advanced woman would rather 
not be womanly. Mr. Grant Allen, in the October number 
of the Fortnightly Review, makes the supposition we speak 
of, where he asks whether modern women agitators do not 
take unsexed woman as their ideal. Of course he answers 
his question in the affirmative, and by so doing is guilty of 
gross injustice. It cannot be too often insisted that there 
is no incompatibility between real womanliness and the 
holding of advanced views on the Woman Question. In a 
recent Municipal election we chanced to visit two maiden 
ladies. Each of them when pressed to vote gravely said 
that she had made a compact with her sister not to rush 
forward into publicity. Accordingly with a ridiculous air 
of propriety they refused to vote for the Liberal candidate, 
although their sympathies were with him. Womanliness 
does not consist in making a compact with oneself not to do 
anything of a public nature. It consists in stepping 
forward in public in a simple unaffected manner, not with 
an aggressive demeanour ; and also in shirking none of those 
domestic duties which come to one asa woman. Mr. Grant 
Allen and the section of thinkers he represents fall into the 
error of exaggerating the virtues of the womanly women of 
past times, and also ignoring their weak points. He seems 
to forget that such a womanly individual as Frances Burney 
had a lurking fear that it would be thought unwomanly to 
have published a popular novel. Even the most determined 
opponent of Women’s Rights would smile at the record of 
such timidity, and would call any repetition of it in a young 
authoress nowadays absurd affectation. Again he seems to 
forget that in their efforts to be pretty, some of these 
womanly individuals of past generations sank into an early 

ve. Miss Burney records such a case, and we quote her 
words. The lady’s name is not given, but we are told that 
“ Dr. Hervey, of Tooting, who attended her the day before 
she expired, is of opinion that she killed herself by quackery ; 
that is, by cosmetics and preparations of lead and mercury 
taken for her complexion.” We might quote many more 
instances of our contention that certain people nowadays 
overlook the defects of the womanly women of earlier 
generations and over-estimate their virtues, but what we 
have said must suffice. In this connexion it is undoubtedly 
true that the good old times were not so good as some 
people try to make us think. 

Frances E, AsmwEt. 
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Mill ing 


MARY JANE HALL, M.D. (Bosrox). 
To be obtained at 103, St. Gzorae’s Square, 8S. BELGRAVIA, 


“BROTHERHOOD,” London; G. Hrut, 154, Westminster Bridge 


: ; . 8.E. 
A Monthly Magazine designed to help the peaceful evolution of a Road, 
juster and happier social order. PRICE 2/6. POST FREE 2/0. 
aE * “In the plainest and ard pe eed — or Hall mid oat forth 
T 23d. the facts concerning the structure and organisation of women, the causes 
om ae By Ce : of the troubles that beset them, the dangers to be (mee against, and 
PUBLISHED BY the rules of life to be adopted.” — Westminster and Lambeth Gazette, 

TH INT NY, - is i f the book dealing with purely physiological 
E CIRCLE CO-UPERATIVE PR ING COMPANY, sasha geatolen oF which ‘women too often care. only through 
25, College Street, Belfast. bitter experience—the manner of treatment is cummendably clear, 


London Wholesale Agent—W. Reeves, 185, Fleet Street, E.C. | concise, and, in the best sense, womanly.”—The Women’s Gazette, 
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THE PRESENT AND THE PAST | “SQian > | Bo govaast emu 


tm, 2 HE AGRARIAN STRUGGLE 


GW HEHDORE : 


WITH LETTERS ON RAILWAY EXTENSION IN DONEGAL. 
BY REV. JAMES M’FADDEN, P.P. 


AFD 
RHEUMAT I C| rc esyem x. 


~______—_——|_ The Best Medicine in the world 

ASHTON’S [is dice tants Camis 

ASTHMA direct by tee pacer, Joan 
CURE, = Lenton. w. 


ASHTON’S _|teod puri Price tu th 
UNIVERS A Lire csc ts.7nen tee 


PI LLS renovate the human frame. 
“ASHTON'S (cft'gestazn Spee 


CURATIVE SALVE, zs Saeco BS 


WHOLESALE AGENTS: 
Messrs. WILLIAM EDWARDS & SON, 
Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 
MAY ROBERTS & Co. Olerkenwell Road, E.C 
HOVENDEN & SON, Berners Street, W. 


PRICH- - - - ONE SHILLING. 
This Pamphlet can be had of Miss Orme, 5, Danes’ Inn, London, W.C. 
Special Terms for Women’s Liberal Associations. 


ORCHARD’S CURE For DEAFNESS, 
Safe and Harmiess. Has Cured Hundreds. 


“wow le HEAR 
* dM en! THE BIRDS sine,” 


for Deafness” has been worth 0 er gos to 
could oot bear the 
Tbear the Dirds sing, and raters eae Gans when wa Del al em 
T. Beanaap, Marlborough, 
1s. 136 per Bottle, Pree by Post for 14 Stamps, from 
EDWIN J. ORCHARD, CHEMIST, SALISBURY. 
4NY CHEMIST CAN PROCURE IT Yo ORDER. 
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